Looking science with the eyes of religion and also in the most possible reverse way; free of fear, temptation and wrong methods is the need of the hour and for this objective, the Tijara Conference has been being organized. 

Sarakoddhaarak Acharyashree 108 Gyansagar Maharaj

Tijara Declaration - 2019
This international conference on Jainism: Scientific Foundations, held at Tijara (Rajasthan-India) during Nov. 03-04, 2019, under the umbrella of blessings of the Ascetic of the Digambar Jain Tradition; HH Acharyashree 108 Gyansagar jee Maharaj marks a unique moment and opportunity for understanding the relationship of science and the Jain religion. We are deliberated to explore concrete and specific forms of action.

We pledge to take the initiative in interpreting and communicating theological foundations for the stewardship of Jain religion and its philosophy, in which we find the principles for scientific understandings capable of serving the mankind; without harming the flora and the fauna. We also intend to visualize a moral transformation, as we recognize that the roots of environmental destruction lie in human pride, greed, and selfishness, as well as the appeal of the short-term gains over the long-term losses.
We, the global citizens, who have participated in this International Conference unanimously believe; 

That science and religion are not enemies or opposites, but have complementary perspectives; which have enlightened our understanding of the natural world and our place in it and have an objective of the wellbeing of the homo sapiens as the central idea, 

That science and religion, both have advantages and the limitations; however, synchronization of ideas for bringing harmony and complementarity is the need of the hour and shall be oriented for the benefit of the mankind, 
That religion has a central component - spirituality driven by faith, compassion and love. Rationality and logic are intrinsic to science and spirituality. A spiritual experience should be the goal of a deeply religious person with a focus on inventing the external as well as the internal world- making an individual in mind, body and the spirit violence free and making a peaceful society. The synchronization and unification of both the dimensions can transcend the man to that level of thinking, where unity of all souls can become the force of cohesion and can bring the inner peace, overall wellbeing and also the enlightenment of the humanity in general, 
That religions are like exquisite gardens, places full of surpassing beauty and tranquility, like sacred groves filled with beautiful birds and their melodious songs. Religions are beautiful gardens, but they are islands. They are enchanting islets, veritable oases for the soul and the spirit. But they are islands nevertheless. If we can connect all these islands with scientific ideas and by putting ample of love and compassion, we will have a peaceful, happy and prosperous India in front of us, 

That spiritualists need to discover, and decry, and remove every conceivable barrier and obstruction, which in any manner whatsoever, may serve to derange, impede, or arrest the progressive development of peace on earth and good will to all men, 
That the Jain philosophy is the oldest Indian philosophy that has separated body (matter) from the soul (consciousness) completely by addressing various dimensions of the reality, cosmology, epistemology (study of knowledge) and Vitalism. It attempts to explain the rationale of being and existence, the nature of the Universe and its constituents, the nature of soul's bondage with body and the means to achieve liberation, 

That the Jain Philosophy has recognized that the universe and all its substances or entities are eternal. It has no beginning or end with respect to time. There has not been raised a need of someone to create or manage the affairs of the universe. Universe runs of its own; its own accord is governed by its own cosmic laws. Jain texts expound that in every half-cycle of time, twenty-four tirthankaras grace this part of the Universe to teach the unchanging doctrine of right faith, right knowledge and right conduct, 

That Jainism begins with a serious concern for the human soul in its relationship with the laws governing existence in the universe, with other living beings, and to its own future state in eternity. First and foremost, it is a religion of the heart: the golden rule is Ahimsa or nonviolence in all parts of a person - mental, verbal, and physical. Jains have deep compassion for all forms of life. Jainism offers a quiet, overwhelmingly serious way of life, a cultural insistence on compassion, a society of ethics that has dramatically changed the world and will continue to effect change. Jainism is an ecologically responsible way of life which is nonviolent in thought, action, and deed. Science looks outward and religion looks inward; but both are in constant search for the Matter Vs. Soul. Science effectuates experiments in the laboratory and uses different language and expression, but the Jain Philosophy never invokes a conflict. Jainism is complimentary and establishes a unique Samanvaya with the Science; proving the Einstein’s statement: without science religion is blind, religion without science is lame. If science is the motion, religion is the direction. Looking science with the eyes of religion and also in the most possible reverse way free of fear, temptation and wrong methods is the need of the hour, 

That the Jain Philosophy, like the scientific protocols moves ahead with the protocols, propounded by the great Acharyas, who raised questions, made observations, started experiments with the sole material soul in the laboratory of the Body, made experiential learning, visualized various stages of purification and moved on the path of tri-ratna by way of doing nirjara, came out of the bondages and achieved the Moksha. Thus, the goal could be achieved,

That being physical laboratory based, science feels limiting factors and this is why, science believes that the knowledge is evolving every time with change in evidences we have; however, our senses have limitations. Moreover, we see only one dimension at a time, several parallelly occurring truths remain unnoticed; about which the jain science is conscious and therefore, the theory of Anekant has been propounded. However, the problems lie in understanding the texts because of problem in decoding verses. Words have changed the meaning. Translator’s or scriptwriter’s errors, language, memory, time, missing of Texts, poor understanding by the people, failing in generating Knowledge, which is evidence based have added in believing that science is away from the religion in general and Jain philosophy in specific, 

That subjects common to science have a profound mention in Jain scriptures. Astronomy has been widely discussed in Surya Pragyapti, Chandra Pragyapti, Geography, Nature of physical Universe, jiva/Ajiva, Energy, forces etc. have been significantly discussed in the Tattavartha Sutra. Subjects exclusive to Jain Darshan, Atma, Karma, Moksha etc. have not (yet) come under purview of science, although all these concepts bear significant logical basis and have entirely a scientific orientation. Various dimensions of operative Principles, which may be common to spiritual and physical domains include Non- violence, Anekantavad, Saptabhangi nyay, Dharma, Karma theory Krambaddha-Paryay do have a close association with the principles of Physics in general and Quantum mechanics, Causality, Entanglement, Determinism, Mach’s Principle in specific. Jain concepts also have enough space for testing from the point of view of Evolution Biology, various forms of the plant and animal life, invisible forms etc., 

That the domain of relativity established through the doctrine of Anekantvad – multifacedness, based on the technique of syadvad is a conceptual thinking enveloped with the scientific temper. It applies not only to matter which is visible, but everywhere. It is so perfectly designed-it can never be challenged. It accounts the other view points and different references.- Vyavhar Satya- Nischaya Satya. It also explains the relativity principle of matter, but is more philosophical. If understood & applied, worldly quarrels will stop forever,

That the Laws governing Macro world and micro-world are different; it can be Classical (Whole= sum of the parts) or Quantum (dual behavior of electron or photon). Some states in quantum world are indescribable; What has been referred as avyaktavya. Seven such states are possible: May be yes, May be No, May be both, may be indescribable, may be yes and indescribable, May be No and indescribable, May be both and indescribable (Saptabhangi). As we go to the world of finer and finer (sukshma) particles, new properties (or attributes) come into play (In scientific terminology they are termed as quantum numbers or states) and all do not exist at once. Many of them could be possessing contradictory properties. This is the basic nature of certain things (multifacedness = Anekantavad). From this point of view, the anekantavad appears to be a physical reality,

That the Jainism has explored the colossal structure of the universe in its entirety: its shape, size, origin, purpose, and inner workings. Jain texts have meticulously defined the elements of the universe as existing in 6 Dravyas: space (Akasa), time (Kala), matter (Pudgala), living substances (Jiva), non-living substances (Ajiva), medium of motion (Dharma-tattva), and medium of rest (Adharma-tattva). Just as modern scientific cosmology maintains that the universe is governed by universal natural laws, Jainism holds the belief that all elements of the universe are constant and have always existed,  

That the Time in Jainism (Kala Dravya) is “beginning less” and eternal and has been portrayed in a cosmic wheel of time (Kalachakra) which rotates ceaselessly.  The shared scope of Jainism with cosmology in its aim to understand the universe further demonstrates its compatibility with science, 

That Ahimsa has been elucidated as having the greatest potential for its application to the greater scale of conservation biology and environmentalism, which aims to protecting species, their habitats, and their ecosystems from extinction. These declines have been accelerated by invasive human activity such as deforestation, agricultural expansion, and over-exploitation, 

That Yoga has played an essential role in Jain spirituality and the observance of the three gems of Jainism (Ratnatraya), which constitute the path to liberation. Jainism heavily discusses the triple gems — right faith (Samyak Darshana), right knowledge (Samyak Gyana), and right conduct (Samyak Charitra) as essential for the soul to move up spiritually. Jain meditation is practiced in the form of Samayika and fasting, which aims to purify one’s emotions, allow one to reflect on the soul and karmic matter (Bhavana), and ultimately realize oneself, 

That during the two-day conference, unfolding the mysteries of the ocean of Jain Knowledge from a scientific perspective facilitated in exploring the wealth of information available in the Jain canonical literature and understand their scientific implications by way of elaborating the scientific principles especially from the domain of Physics, Life Sciences, Geography, Mathematics etc. significant from the point of view of Jainological studies and explore their interpretations, so as to bridge the existing gaps between academic wisdom and practical knowledge. In order to draw a futuristic research-centric programme for understanding the scientific interpretations of the Jain Doctrine, following recommendations are presented: 

· A structured approach should be developed for presenting the scientific perspectives to undo the damage that our species has inflicted upon the Earth by applying the ethical principles of Jainism with a special focus on ahimsa, asteya and aparigraha etc.

· Promotion of scientific research that seeks to improve the health of the biosphere with application of jain principles should be undertaken by biologists and ecologists, in addition to the psychologists and social scientists, aiming at healing the wounds of humanity, bringing behavioural and attitudinal changes with sharpening the focus on the path of tri-ratna which leads to the Moksha (liberation). 
· Evolving project-based programmes to promote globally the jain way of life by way of focussing on the principles of Ahimsa and Anekant. 

· Nurturing Jain scholarship both at the national and international levels by instituting awards, fellowships etc.

· Structured planning should be made for conducting studies to synthesize spiritual contents and scientific validation at one platform. In order to start with the areas may include the EEG changes after a short and long meditation training, EEG results while doing meditation; and EEG results in long term meditators, fMRI changes after a short and long meditation training, fMRI while doing meditation; and fMRI in long term meditators. Similarly, hormonal changes with short and long meditation training, and in long term meditators can be studied in addition to epigenetic studies after a short and long meditation training, and in long term meditators. Apart from this, psychological changes may be studied after a short and long meditation training, and in long term meditators by using various parameters and applying the standard protocols.

· Projects should be undertaken for developing safe, effective and cost-effective tools to manage the people’s heath which is cost-effective and has minimal or no side effects.

· Projects should also be formulated for promoting physical as well as the mental health, in addition to improve the overall quality of life in various target groups. 

· Structured efforts should be made for increasing the spiritual experience and feeling of bliss in various target groups by way of applying basis principles of the Jain Philosophy.

· Various Publications addressing different target groups should be made not only ion English but also in various other regional languages in order to disseminate the new findings, new interpretations. 

· Project-based studies should be encouraged and short-term as well as long-term projects should be allotted to the committed human resources, who can give the results within the stipulated time period. 

· Conferences should be organized regularly and its proceedings must be published. There should be a vibrant as well as interactive website of the Gyansagar Science Foundation, which can disseminate information periodically. 
· Project-based research may be conducted on going away from nature’s principal of food and fast, Role of Vegetarian diet and vegan, Fasting as a tool of physical, mental and spiritual upliftment. These can be documented with physical, biochemical & hormonal changes including the epigenetic studies.

· A committee of scholars should be constituted for supervising the entire process and which can act like a catalyst for implementing the plans for the future.
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The Organizers

· Gyansagar Science Foundation; an organization committed to build a bridge between science and spirituality. The Foundation has been established in September-2009 under the blessings of Param Pujya Sarakodhharak Rashtrasant Acharya Shree Shri 108 Gyan Sagar Maharaj Ji. 

The Gyansagar Science Foundation is led by Dr. D. C. Jain, an eminent neurologist of Delhi. Dr. Anupam Jain, Indore is the working President and Dr. Sanjeev Sogani is contributing as its Secretary. Mr. Hans Kumar Jain, an industrialist of Meerut is the Treasurer.

· Acharya Shree 108 Shantisagar Chhani Samadhi Heerak Mahotsav Samiti. This organization is celebrating the 75th year of Samadhi of Acharya Shree, who is credited to rejuvenate the Digambar Jain Ascetic Tradition in the Northern India. The international conference is a tribute to the holy saint. Justice (Retd.) Abhay Gohil is leading this Samiti as its President and an eminent shreshthi of the Jain Samaj Dr. (Smt.) Sarita M. K. Jain is serving as the working President. Sh. Yogesh Jain, an eminent industrialist of Suryanagar is the Vice President and Sh. Neeraj Jain, Meerut is the Secretary of the Samiti.

· Shri 1008 Chandra Prabhu Digambar Jain Atishaya Kshetra Dehra-Tijara, a famous temple dedicated to Bhagwan Chandraprabhu and present Acharya Shree is performing his Chaturmas. Sh. Pavan K. Jain, Advocate is the President of the Khsetra Committee and Sh. Ankush Jain is serving as the Secretary.

· Jain Vishva Bharati Institute (Deemed University), Ladnun (Rajasthan), which has been established with the inspiration of Gurudev Tulsi and indeed is an endeavour in the direction of putting into practice, promote and propagate the high ideals of Anekant, Ahimsa, Tolerance and Peaceful Co-existence for the weal of the mankind. Prof. B. R. Dugar, an eminent academician is the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor.

